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The I'Y's use ¢f o detee-
tors to locste news leaks may
be upsetting {o the New York
Flimes, But for us, it's strietly
routine, -

Long ago, we bhecame re-
slgned to this gort of intimida-
tion, We've counted as many
as 18 T'BI agents at one time
searching. for our sources.
They've used not only lie de-
tectors but third-degree meth
ods and grand jury subpocnas.

The latest investigation was
touched off, the press ye-
ported, by a New York Times
account on July 22 of the se-
cret U.S. position at the stra-
tegie arms Hmitation talks.

Actually, Attorney Genoral
John Mitchell began juvesti-
gating news leaks last spring,
e ordered the ¥BI, specifi-
('ally, to Tind-cut who was slip-
ping us Pentagon secrets ofton
infended for the “eyes only”
of the top b1 ass,

Military gumshoes grilled
suspects behind the doms of
room 312093 at the Pentagon.
¥RI agents followed up, flash-
ing thelr credentials (mfl ask-
ing terse questions, Lie detee-
fors were used; some suspects
were tailed; their neighbors
were ciuectmn i8 .
-1 At least one sudpect, a mild,

bespectacled  Pentagon dide
named Gene Smith, was hadg-
ered, threatened, cchd and,
fumlly, .Jubponnaod to appear
before a federal grand jury in
Norfolls, Va.

But unhapplly, the vaunted
FBI had fingered the wrong
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man. Smith denied under oath
that he had given us so much
as the time of day.,

U.S. Atterney Drian Get-
tngs sdmitted {0 us afterward
that o “fedral apeney” had
suggested Lo go after Smith,

Tviple 'Threat

With the publication of the
Pentagon - papers, Mitehell
broadened hig investigation of
news leaks. Then, in July, the
gumshoca moved into  the
State Department after the ap-
pearance of thiee more ¢ensi-
tive stories:

count by Willlam Deaecher rwd
ing detzils of the U.S. bargain
ing position on :\ru’“ Umita. [V
tion;

2. #inother New York 'J.‘imes
repe:.t by Tad Szule about
arms  shipments to Pakistan;
and

3. A column by us quoting
from a Stale Department ines-
sage that had been hand-car-
rled in a scaled envelope fo
U.S. AID Adminlstrator John
Hannah.

Were these news Jeaks prej-
udicial to the mational intef
est,” State Department
spokesman Robert MceCloskay
claimed? Or do government
officlals  use the sccurlly
stamp to cover up their mis-
takes and to manage the news
for political purpose?

Lel's take the message that
was delivered to Jannah in a

as

1. The New York "Wimes ac /

. cept

4 countries.

sealed cinvelope, This Was a

n

hush-hush  report from  our
Ambassador {o T(onya Robin-
G0 I\mlhamc on the high-
jinky of tho AID administra-
tor in Kenya. It was classified,
we belleve, solaly to sparve the
involved officials from embar-

Tressment.

But “admittedly, 1‘10 Penta-
gon dnvestigation was trig-
gered hy our 1)11'!)110.:.1:1.011 of
sensilive Inforination, We re-
parted, for ckample, that Gen,
Creighton Abrams, the U.S.
comumander i Vielnam, had
heen asked to draw up top-se-
cref, contingeiey plans last Oe-
ober for a threeday, seven
day or len-day aerial assault
umn North Vietnani., We re-

ealed no military details, ex-
that the contmycncy
plans inecluded the hombing
and mining of ¥Haiphong har
bor, - .

Here was  evidence that
President Nixon was prepar
ing plang to expand the war at
the same time that he was
promising to curtail it N

Gffieinl Bisorepancy
We also revealed that MAC
SOG teams, composed of U.S
special forces and South Viet-
nianmese rangers, continued to
operate inside Cambodia an )
Laos at the same time our
spokesmen were claiming no
American troops were in those
We  cited seerct
messages, which referred to
the Cambodian raids by the
code name “Satemn House” and

to the Laof raids d‘» “Praivie’
Fire ‘
Perhaps  the story that :

caused the
mient (and produced the. most
intensive investigation) was
our disclosure {hat the United
States had been intercepting
South  Veilnamese President
Thicu’s private comuaunicas
tiong. These were picked  up
and decoded hy the Notional
Security Ageney, then passed
on to the While House and
other  agencles, The inters
cepted messages were identi-
fied by the code name “Coift.”

This tnpleasant 1cv‘1ﬂivo.1
no douht was awkward for the
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United States. But we strongly

beliove that, in a ds emogiacy,
the people have the rigit fo.

know what their officials are.

doing, Since no military secu-
rity was involved, we pub-
lished the stovy. )

For the same reason, we ra-
ported that Adm. ‘i‘homasg
Moorer, the Joint Chiefs
chairman, received a “Wiagh”
message after the daring Son-
tay raid informing himn that

the North Veltnamese prison.

compound hadn’t been occu-
pied for three months,

“The real reason for

ews-leak - investigations
our opinion s {o scare govarn-
ment employees into silenco
so they won't give out infor-
mation that their bosses don't
\vant the public to know,

the
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